The surgical treatment of fractures of the acetabulum. Results after five years and proposed new classification.
Thirty-seven fractures of the acetabulum treated surgically at the Orthopaedic Institute in Milan were reviewed 5 years after operation. The overall clinical and radiographic results over this period of time were considered to be satisfactory, but a detailed study of each case enabled us to determine some of the factors which may negatively influence the outcome of this type of fracture. These negative factors were used to devise a new classification based on whether or not there was involvement of the load bearing segment of the acetabulum and on the complexity and comminution of the fracture.